  INTELLIGENCE BRANCH

· The state of Maharashtra has established an independent Intelligence Branch and is functioning for last 50 years. The branch was constituted in 1955 on the basis of recommendations to strengthen the administrative machinery of the Drugs Control Administration to enable it to effectively tackle menace of spurious drugs.
· Intelligence Branch of Food and Drugs Administration, (Maharashtra State) functions under the direct control of the Commissioner FDA. The branch is headed by Assistant Commissioner (IB) who looks after day to day activities of the branch. Recently, the branch has been put under control of Joint Commissioner (Vigilance). The branch has five inspectors at head quarters reporting to Assistant Commissioner (IB). There are two posts of Drugs Inspector (IB) in Greater Mumbai office and one post of Drugs Inspector (IB) at respective divisions (at the places of earlier circle offices). The Drugs Inspector (IB) working at division office report to their respective Assistant Commissioner and Joint Commissioners.

· The intelligence branch has enabled to make concerted efforts to curb the menace of spurious drugs.  The branch has provided the consistency and focused approach. The branch has developed the informant and their services are being utilized on regular basis. The branch has established a system of collecting and sifting of information & has enabled the officers to acquire reasonable degree of expertise in investigation within the organization. The branch has successfully investigated many cases and has tracked down the manufacturers of spurious drugs and cosmetics. The branch has also successfully unearthed interstate rackets and has tracked down the dealers and the manufacturers in other States.

